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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 - 1 6 are pending for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Yamaki U.S. 
Patent 5,995,454. 

4. As per claim 1, Yamaki discloses a method for enabling a computer to self-start 
comprising: 

selecting a predetermined time for self-start when the computer is on [col. 4 lines 19-28]; 
adjusting an alarm setting stored in a memory of an RTC/NVRAM chip according to the 
predetermined time [col. 4 lines 36-47; col. 5 lines 35-37; col 6 lines 51-59]; 
powering the computer off [col. 5 lines 33-34]; and 

providing electrical power with a power supply if a clock value of the RTC/NVRAM 
chip matches the alarm setting [col. 4 lines 47-52]; 

5. As per claim 6, Yamaki discloses the electrical power step comprises: 

sending a power on signal to the power supply via the power supply connector on the 
motherboard [col. 4 lines 48-52]; 



• 



Application/Control Number: 10/605,837 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2115 

powering the voltages in the pins of the power supply connector to the appropriate levels 
[inherent]; 

checking if the voltages in the pins of the power supply connector are stable [inherent]; 
sending a power good signal from the power supply to a processor of the computer; and 
starting the computer [col. 7 lines 14-21]. 

6. Claims 1, 4, 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Tomiyasu 
U.S. Patent 6,134,187. 

7. As per claim 1, Tomiyasu discloses a method for enabling a computer to self-start 
comprising: 

selecting a predetermined time for self-start when the computer is on [fig. 9; col. 6 lines 

42-48]; 

adjusting an alarm setting stored in a memory of an RTC/NVRAM chip according to the 
predetermined time [col. 6 lines 49-53]; 

powering the computer off [inherent]; and 

providing electrical power with a power supply if a clock value of the RTC/NVRAM 
chip matches the alarm setting [col. 7 lines 3-20]; 

8. As per claim 4, Tomiyasu discloses sending a matching signal from the RTC/NVRAM 
chip by changing the value of the 1 1 th byte in the memory of the RTC/NVRAM chip [col. 5 lines 
46-57 - see fig. 6 for byte position]. 
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9. As per claim 7, Tomiyasu discloses using an application of an operating system in the 
computer to select the predetermined time [fig. 9]. 

10. As per claim 8, Tomiyasu discloses the operating system employs a driver to relay the 
selected predetermined time to the BIOS [inherent - col. 6 lines 49-53; col. 3 lines 47-49]. 

11. As per claim 9, Tomiyasu discloses the adjusting of the alarm setting further comprises: 
employing the BIOS to adjust the alarm setting in the memory of the RTC/NVRAM chip 

[col. 6 lines 49-53; col. 3 lines 47-49]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 2-3, 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yamaki as 
applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Lin et al. US 20030095044. 

14. As per claim 2, Yamaki teaches the enabling the power supply controller (PSC) wherein 
the PSC chipset is able to respond to a matching signal send from the RTC/NVRAM chip when 
the computer is off [col. 4 lines 47-52]. However, Yamaki does not teach enabling the system 
control interrupt bit in a Southbridge chip set of the computer. 



Application/Control Number: 10/605,837 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2115 

Lin et al. teach another method that enabling the computer to turned on via a wireless 
remote controller. Specifically, Lin et al. teach enabling the System Control Interrupt (SCI) bit 
in a Southbridge chip set of the computer; wherein the Southbridge chipset is able to respond to a 
matching signal sent from a wireless remote controller when the computer is off [paragraph 0026 
and 0027]. 

At the time of the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to have modified the system of Yamaki with the Southbridge of Lin et al. since the 
Southbridge chipset is well know the art of computer architect. 

15. As per claim 3, Yamaki teaches the BIOS is employed to execute various processes 
including the system power-on process and power off process [col. 4 lines 53-55]. Therefore, it 
is obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that BIOS is also employ to enable the SCI bit in the 
Southbridge. 

16. As per claim 5, Yamaki teaches activating the PSC in the computer to send a power on 
signal in response to a match between the clock value of the RTC/NVRAM chip and the alarm 
setting stored in the memory of the RTC/NVRAM chip [fig. 1]; and 

Lin et al. teach activating the SCI pin of a Southbridge chipset in the computer to send a 
power on signal in response to a access signal. Therefore, it is obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to combine the teachings of Yamaki and Lin et al. to obtain the invention as specified in 
claim 5. 
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17. Claims 10, 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yamaki in 
view of . 

18. As per claim 10, Yamaki discloses a computer capable of self-start comprising: 
a first memory for storing a BIOS [col. 4 line 24; 16 fig. 1]; 

a clock for tacking time [14 fig. 1]; 

a second memory for storing the time value of the clock and a predetermined alarm 
setting [19 fig. 1]; 

a communication management circuit for controlling peripheral memory buses [inherent]; 

and 

a power supply [col. 4 lines 51-52] for providing electrical power to the computer; 

wherein the BIOS is capable of establishing a pathway from the second memory to the 
PSC [15 fig. 1 - col. 7 lines 10-13] so that when the computer is off and a signal is sent from the 
second memory to the PSC circuit in response to a match made between the clock and the 
predetermined alarm setting, the PSC circuit is able to respond by sending a power on signal to 
the power supply in the computer, and thereby allowing the computer to self-start [col. 4 lines 
• 36-52], 

Yamaki does not teach the using of the communication management circuit to send the 
power one signal to the power supply in respond to the match signal. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been an obvious matter of design 
choice to a person of ordinary skill in the art to utilize the communication management circuit 
because applicant has not disclosed that the communication management circuit provides an 
advantage, it used to a particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. One of ordinary skill in the 
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art, further more, would have expected applicant's invention to perform equally well with either 
the PSC circuit taught by Yamaki or the claimed communication management circuit because 
both circuits perform the same function equally well which is to send a power on signal to the 
power supply in response to a match signal made between the clock and the predetermined alarm 
setting. 

Therefore, it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to modify Yamaki to 
obtain he invention as specified in claim 10. 

19. As per claim 16, Yamaki teaches the first memory for storing the BIOS is of ROM type 
[16 fig. 1]. 

20. Claims 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yamaki as 
applied to claim 10 above, and further in view of Gulick US 2003/0097587. 

21. As per claim 1 1 , Yamaki teaches the second memory storing the time value of the clock 
and predetermined alarm setting. However, Yamaki does not teach the second memory is a 
CMOS memory. 

Gulick teaches a conventional RTC chip is a well know circuit. Specifically, Gulick 
teaches the second memory is a CMOS [126 A fig. IB]; 

22. As per claim 12, Gulick teaches the CMOS memory is part of an RTC/NVRAM chip 
[126B fig. IB]; 
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23. As per claim 13, Gulick teaches the clock is part of an RTC/NVRAM chip [128 fig. IB]; 

24. As per claim 14, Yamaki teaches the communication management circuit is a 
Southbridge chipset [inherent]. 

25. As per claim 15, Gulick teaches a register for storing system control interrupt information 
[252 fig. 5]. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vincent T. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-7210. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5 :00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas c. Lee can be reached on (57 1)272-3667. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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